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Toronto,  16th  March,  1914, 


All  OPEN  LETTER  TO  PRESIDENT  FALCONER  OF 
THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO: 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  drawing  your  attention  to  a  sermon  preached  "by 
a  Dr.  Endicott  in  Convocation  Hall  yesterday.  When  inferior 
and  uneducated  ministers  stand  up  in  their  own  pulpits  and 
endeavor  to  create  the  impression  of  belonging  to  the  "Advanced 
School"  by  denying  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  the  public  has  no 
recourse.  But  now.  Sir,  I  submit  that  the  case  is  quite 
different  when  a  preacher  uses  a  public  hall  of  our  University, 
the  property  of  Catholics  and  Protestants  alike. 

Dr.  Endicott  did  not  hesitate  to  state  yesterday  that 
the  miracles  of  Christ  were  not  "stepping-stones" ,  but  "stumbling 
blocks".  I  am  loathe  to  think  that  the  Doctor  meant  what  he 
said,  for  the  clear  inference  is  that  Christ  was  quite  imperfect 
and  therefore  not  divine.  But  I  do  not  believe  the  Doctor 
really  thinks  this.  Would  it  be  that  he  had  read  the  sermons 
which  have  been  preached  from  the  Convocation  pulpit  this  winter 
and  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  go  his  predecessors  one 
better  and  create  a  sensation  by  attacking  the  Divinity  of 
Christ? 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  be  honest  with  ourselves:  If  Christ 
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be  not  divine,  there  is  no  Christianity.  If  the  pulpit  of 
Toronto  University  is  going  to  encourage  the  destruction  of 
Christianity,  it  should  he  so  anhounced;  then  the  people  of 
Ontario  will  know  what  to  expect.  They  may  object  to  a  hall 
which  is  public  property  being  used  to  damn  the  Divinity  of 
Christ.  But  if  this  be  not  the  stand  of  those  in  authority, 
let  them  cease  to  allow  this  Sunday  vaudeville,  masquerading 
under  the  name  of  Christianity. 

Sincerely  yours. 
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Toronto,  16th  March,  1914. 


Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I 
v/rote,  intending  to  send  it  to  the  "Mail  and  Empire”,  but 
which,  on  further  consideration,  I  thought  better  to  send 
directly  to  you.  .  This  will  save  publicity  in  the 
matter.  Perhaps  you  can  do  something  to  remedy  the  abuse; 

I  am  sure  you  have  the  good  will.  Certainly,  the  repetition 
of  such  a  sermon  as  Dr.  Endicott’s  will  call  for  a  public 
protest,  at  least  on  the  part  of  Catholics. 


I  am,  Sir 


Resp>e ct fully  yours 


Professor  R.  A .  Falconer, 

University  of  Toronto, 
Toronto,  Ontario 


March  17th,  1^14 

Rev.  Rugh  X  Canning, 

Ou.r  Lady  of  Lourds, 

IFarl  Street;  Toronto. 

Dear  Fattier  Canning': 

I  am  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  letter  and  in 
particular  for  sending  it  to  me  directly  instead  of  oubli3hing  it.  I 
regret  very  rrucn  tnat  anything  snould  be  said  in  the  sermons  in  Convocation 
Rail  to  injure  the  susceot ib ilities  of  Christian  people.  .Ve  endeavour  in 
choosing  those  who  are  to  soeak  to  secure  reoresentat ive  men  who  are 
sufficiently  broad  in  their  sympathies  as  not  to  say  wnat  would  disturb 
those  wno  differ  from  then-.  Naturally.,  there  is  a  treasure  of  risk  in 
choosing  men:,  tut  on  the  whole  I  think  we  rray  safely  say  that  aoart  from  an 
occasional  utterance,  which  as  you  nay  realise  is  magnified  in  the  Dress  out 
of  all  oroDortion,  we  feel  that  our  series  of  SDeakers  has  teen  remarkably 
good  and  I  am  sure  must  have  a  fine  religious  effect  uoon  the  students  who 
listen. 


The  tody  that  is  resDOiisitle  for  choosing  the 
preachers  consists  of  representatives  from  different  colleges, -University, 
Victoria,  Ayclitie,  and  Knox  College:,  and  tne  Y.  M.  0.  A.  You  will  see 
that  it  is  a  non-official  committee,  and  tne  Hall  is  granted  to  this 
Committee  ty  the  Governors  for  these  services. 

Dr.  Fndicott,  wno  oreacned  on  Sunday,  is  an  official 
of  tne  Msitnoaist  Church,  nad  teen  one  of  their  missionaries,  and  now,  T 
think  is  their  missionary  superintendent,  so  that  he  is  in  high  standing 
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(Rev.  father  Canning) 

in  the  Methodist  Church.  Eis  serrron  instead  of  undermining  the  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ  wa3  intended  to  establish  his  growing  power,  and  in  his 
reference  to  miracles  his  idea  so  far  as  I  followed  hi*  was  that  to-day  it 
is  to  the  larger  works  that  he  is  accorrolis hing:, t nat  the  world  looks  for  this 
proof  rather  than  to  the  historic  Tirades,  which,  however,  he  expressly 
said  tnat  he  accepted.  I  think  that  if  you  had  heard  hitr  speak  you  would 
not  have  taken  rruch  exception  at  any  rate  to  tne  whole  tone  of  his  discourse. 

Let  Te  again  assure  you  that  our  endeavour  is  to  sake  these 
services  useful  to  all  students,  and  to  build  up  instead  of  to  undermine:; 
that  this  has  been  tne  whole  effect:,  T  air  confideint,  but  at  times  we  have  to 
expect  certain  things  to  be  said  which  everyone  cannot  agree  witn,  and  the 

result  of  which  is  protatly  less  harmful  by  being  let  pass  rather  than  by 

* 

rraking  public  orotest  against  their,,  which  would  only  arouse  more  attention 
to  what  has  be«n  said. 

«Vith  kind  regards:,  I  am, 

Yours  sincerely, 


President. 


